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Silence with the Consent of Sound

with Juliana Hodkinson

Dear participants,

I’m looking forward to thinking working doing and listening together with you all 17th-23rd August 
2019 at Perleberg.

As you know, we’ll be inviting sounds with the consent of silence. That means, we’ll be listening in 
various contexts/spaces (indoor, outdoor) and adding our own sounds to the silence and sounds 
that we hear. Through these indoor and outdoor spaces, we will listen in on how space affects 
sound. What surfaces and shapes act as natural amplifiers, and does our position and behaviour 
affect these acoustic reflections?

Starting off with a performance of my piece Nothing breaking the losing, which in itself is a kind of 
participatory unfolding and dismantling of objects, connections and sounds, we’ll work together 
during the week towards our own collaborative extension of this piece, without deciding in advance 
what the end-point of this exploration could be.

You are welcome to bring any kind of instrument if you like, but we will also work with objects - 
ones that we find, bring, make or adapt. No instrumental or music-performance skills are required, 
but if you have them we’ll use them for sure. If you’re bringing any gear that requries electricity 
then bear in mind that we’ll be working outside some of the time - battery-driven insturments and 
gadgets are of course no problem. when we are working outside there’s the

Any questions, or if you just want to say hello ahead of 17th August, you’re welcome to contact me 
directly at contact@julianahodkinson.net or via facebook. If I’m slow to answer, it’s probably 
because there’s some summer holidays to take care of, but I’ll be in touch in due course.

Over the summer months, here are some inputs to get in the zone:

In this Dropbox folder I’ve put some documents for reading, including my PhD thesis on silence in 
composed music and sound art, and Salome Voegelin’s philosophy of sound art. All these 
documents have bibliographies which you can browse for further reading inspiration.
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/xabne45v8e42235/AADHdkCszsiSPaSuQWxx5mSna?dl=0

mailto:contact@julianahodkinson.net


Surf these great artists, with different 
approaches to sound and silence:

Miki Yui
Peter Ablinger (especially Hörstücke Weiss/
Weisslich series)
Cathy Van Eck
Francisco Lopez
Salomé Voegelin

A couple of additional essays and articles:

Flügge, E: (2012). Silent Sound Art: 
Performing the Unheard. ACT Zeitschrift für 
Musik und Performance. October 2012 ISSN 
2191-253X
http://www.act.uni-bayreuth.de/de/archiv/
201204/04_Fluegge_SilentSoundArt/
index.html

Hanssen, T. (2012). ‘Please, do not turn up the 
volume’: silence, ‘small sounds’ and the 
displacement of auditory perspective in works 
by Miki Yui. SoundEffects - An Interdisciplinary 
Journal of Sound and Sound Experience, 2(2), 
51-64. https://doi.org/10.7146/se.v2i2.6299 

Looking forward!

Juliana Hodkinson
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