
PHD COMPARISON CHART

SCHOOL PROGRAM PROGRAM 
DIRECTOR

CREATIVE 
PROJECT

CREATIVE 
WORKSHOPS DESCRIPTION THESIS REQUIREMENT ORAL DEFENSE LOW-RESIDENCY TUITION/YR YEARS REQUIRED

Arizona State 
University

(US)

Design, 
Environment, and 
the Arts (History, 
Theory, Criticism)

Kenneth Brooks NO NO

Prepare students to become 
public intellectuals and 
transformative practitioners in 
shaping the environment

Written comprehensive exam, an 
oral comprehensive exam, a 
prospectus and a dissertation, and 
a foreign language exam

YES NO $22,586/yr 5-10

Arizona State 
University

(US)

Media, arts and 
sciences Xin Wei Sha NO NO

Translating, transporting and 
combining knowledge across 
disciplines for the development 
of innovative, experiential media 
systems and accompanying 
theoretical models

Written comprehensive exam, a 
prospectus and a dissertation YES NO $22,586/yr 5-10

European Graduate 
School (EGS)

(INT’L)

Philosophy, Art, and 
Social Thought and 
Literary, Musical, 
and Visual Thought

Prof. Dr. 
Christopher Fynsk NO NO

Undertake original research, 
exercise acute critical judgment 
in the analysis of works and 
movements. Deep socio-
historical knowledge and 
theoretical dexterity prepare for 
academic and professional work.

The Doctoral thesis, prepared in 
the third and fourth year, should be 
approximately 75,000-100,000 
words.

YES YES Unclear. 4-5

Institute for Doctoral 
Studies in the Visual 
Arts (IDSVA)

(INT’L)

PhD in Continental 
Philosophy and Art 
History

Simonetta Moro NO NO Low-residency non-studio PhD in 
philosophy for artists.

End of year 3, required to pass the 
oral and written qualifying exams, 
and receive permission to start 
writing the dissertation within two 
years following completion of the 
Course of Study. Defense of the 
dissertation up to 100,000 words.

YES YES $34,000/yr 5

Ohio University

(US)

Interdisciplinary 
Arts PhD—Music, 
Theatre, Dance, 
and Film

Charles S. 
Buchanan YES YES

Combines scholarly education 
with artistic work; culminating in 
an integrated scholarly/creative 
dissertation (PhD) 4 yrs F/T.

Reading knowledge of one foreign 
language other than English. 
Interdisciplinary dissertation, thesis 
to be proven through combined 
methodologies, theories of two or 
more arts or other disciplines.

YES NO $17,566/yr 4

Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute

(US)

Electronic Arts Tomie Hahn REQUIRED NO

Integrates arts practice with 
theoretical and historical 
research. Creative investigation 
in arts practice as foundation for 
original contribution to the 
dissertation’s field of study, 
composed of public creative 
presentation and a text relevant 
to the subject of inquiry, such as 
aesthetic, intellectual, historical, 
or technical fields.

Textual component must contain 
detailed report on research 
process and analysis of its position 
in field and critical reflection. 
Examination includes oral defense

YES NO $52,757/yr 5

Texas Tech 
University

(US)

Fine Arts Doctoral 
Program—
interdisciplinary 
PhD in Visual Art, 
Music, Theatre, and 
Aesthetic 
Philosophy

Francisco Ortega NO NO

Concentration in Critical Studies 
and Artistic Practice, students 
create an individualized 
combination of coursework 
within the arts and beyond as 
relevant to their dissertation 
projects

40,000 words: contextualize 
research within disciplinary /
interdisciplinary fields, position 
research in relation to established 
or emerging artistic practices, 
describe and justify the project’s 
nontraditional methodology, 
provide evidence to support an 
original argument, demonstrate 
project significance.

YES NO Unclear. 3

Transart Institute

(INT’L)

PhD creative 
research in any 
field, media, genre

Cella REQUIRED YES

Your praxis IS the research. For 
those with a specific research 
project or question/s they want 
to examine in order to further 
their praxis. The PhD is a self-
directed, creative research-based 
project in which writing is a 
contributor, culminating in a 
public presentation of new work 
+ thesis in relevant form. 
Program is accredited through 
Western Sydney University.

Since your artwork IS the research 
practice and scholarship are 
entwined, taking the form most 
appropriate to your creative 
research project. Written 
component of research approx. 
40,000 words.

NO YES

Full time

YEARS: 3

ANNUAL FEES: 
$2000*

ANNUAL TUITION: 
$15000

RESIDENCIES 
Minimum: 4

MAX YEARS: 4

LATE FEE: $250


*No fees for 
Australian Nationals.

3-4

Transart Institute

(INT’L)

DCA creative 
research in any 
field, media, genre

Cella REQUIRED YES

To articulate, contextualise and 
further develop their praxis with a 
retrospective reflection to spark a 
major new body of work, 
culminating in a public exhibition, 
publication, performance, or 
screening and guided written 
interpretation of praxis. Program 
is accredited through Western 
Sydney University.

Your artwork IS the research. Your 
practice and its contextualization 
will demonstrate the ability to 
properly articulate your practice 
output/s as a form of research and 
knowledge itself through a guided 
process including 15,000 words.

NO YES

Full time

YEARS: 3

ANNUAL FEES: 
$2000*

ANNUAL TUITION: 
$15000

RESIDENCIES 
Minimum: 4

MAX YEARS: 4

LATE FEE: $250


*No fees for 
Australian Nationals.

2-4

University of the Arts PhD in Creativity Jonathan Fineberg YES YES

The PhD in Creativity is a low-
residency degree for advanced 
interdisciplinary research in the 
arts, humanities, sciences, and 
social sciences. This first of its 
kind Ph.D. offers unique features 
not found elsewhere: intensive 
immersion in creative thinking, 
cross-disciplinary workshops for 
dissertation development, and 
professionally accomplished 
advisors from outside the 
university whose selection is 
tailored to best serve each 
unique dissertation.

The Ph.D. project is typically a 
written dissertation, however it 
may also take other forms of 
equivalent depth so long as the 
final work may be publicly shared 
and the dissertation committee is 
satisfied by the depth of research 
and thought. The public 
presentation in some form is a final 
requirement. The thesis, if written, 
would normally be between 30,000 
and 50,000 words or the equivalent 
as approved by the individual’s 
committee; research projects in 
science, economics, or other 
disciplines in which a book length 
dissertation is not normal, will 
conform to the standards in those 
fields, which may be an online 
article or articles of sufficient merit 
to earn the degree. 

NO YES $44,800/yr 3

University of 
Southern California

(US)

Cinematic Arts: 
Media Arts + 
Practice

Andreas Kratky REQUIRED NO

Scholarly innovation; students 
explore the intersections of 
cinema, design, emerging media 
and critical thinking while 
defining new forms of cinematic 
experience, research and 
scholarship.

Arts faculty will advise each 
student as to whether or not a 
foreign language is required. USC 
website offers no specific 
information regarding dissertation.

YES NO $45,460/yr 3-8

University of 
California, San 
Diego

(US)

Art History, Art 
Practice Amy Adler YES NO

Designed for artists who wish to 
pursue their work in an 
environment geared towards 
doctoral study, and to produce 
studio work alongside a written 
dissertation. It is especially well-
suited for artists whose practice 
employs, critiques or otherwise 
engages research methodologies 
and disciplinary protocols from 
the humanities, social sciences, 
and sciences. This is a 
concentration within an existing 
art history Ph.D. program.

Students must demonstrate 
reading knowledge of two 
languages. Students in the art 
practice concentration submit a 
written dissertation that observes 
the art history regulations and 
conventions, reduced in length by 
25%. In addition, the student will 
present the visual component, the 
nature of which will be decided by 
the student/committee.

YES NO

$32,109/yr non-CA 
state residents  
$17,007/yr CA state 
residents

3+

University of Texas, 
Dallas

(US)

Arts, Technology & 
Emerging 
Communication

Kim Knight OPTIONAL YES

The program is designed both for 
students wishing to teach arts-
and-technology-related courses 
in colleges and universities and 
those who wish to develop new 
artistic, cultural or commercial 
applications of digital 
technology/emerging media.

Students are formally advanced to 
PhD candidacy if they pass the 
doctoral field examinations and get 
final approval for dissertation from 
a four-person supervising 
examining committee plus faculty 
to oversee dissertation work. 
Candidate then writes a doctoral 
dissertation, supervised and 
defended according to general 
University regulations.

YES NO $25,972/yr 3+

University of 
Washington

(US)

Experimental Arts 
Program Juan Pampin REQUIRED YES

Intersection of creativity and 
research-oriented program of 
study requiring a substantial 
commitment to graduate-level 
study and reflection. Prepares 
artists to pursue original creative 
and technical research in Digital 
Arts and Experimental Media and 
pioneer lasting innovations.

Major work of art and/or a 
consequential theoretical work 
representing an important advance 
in the field. Art works must be 
accompanied by thorough 
documentation describing the 
processes, technologies, 
techniques, and conceptual 
frameworks.

YES NO $28,320/yr 3+

Yale University

(US)

Dramaturgy and 
Dramatic Criticism Catherine Sheehy REQUIRED YES

Conferred on students who hold 
the M.F.A. degree in Dramaturgy 
and Dramatic Criticism and who 
have completed the M.F.A. 
qualifying comprehensive 
examinations and have written a 
dissertation of distinction whose 
subject has been approved by 
the D.F.A. committee.

Dissertation, written 
comprehensive exam, an oral 
comprehensive exam, case 
studies, annual case books.

YES NO $70,104.00 5-6
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